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Toys

Play & Objects, Building Blocks, Things That Go, Ride-ons
& Trolleys, Play Houses, Dolls’ Houses, Dolls, Creative

Late 20th-century research into child development has
resulted in innovations in children’s products. Many new
‘toys’ designed for babies are more tactile, satisfying to
hold and easy to grasp. As children begin to really play,
they are now greeted with toys designed to stimulate or
to encourage fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination,
and to engage with their natural attraction to colour and
texture. That children appreciate the texture of cloth or
wood over hard plastic is something that is taking longer
to percolate through toy manufacturers, but it is coming
through independent designers.

Part of the move towards inncovation in toy design must
be-down to a generation ci parsnis determined to spend
more time interacting with their children, which means
they are more aware of their children’s environments and
the things that amuse and interest them. For the educated
parent, toys, whether they are dolls or computer games,
can all be learning tools, albeit fun, rather than just
sources of entertainment. And many parents expect to be
entertained or at least somewhat intrigued with the toys
that their children play with, even though most accept
that there will always be some objects, such as certain
branded characters, that children will become enamoured
of, but which will never serve any real developmental
purpose for the child or have any aesthetic appeal for the
design-conscious adult.
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Mobility / / Mealtimes /Furniture
Decoration & Textiles / Toys / Tra,vel
Electronics & Lighting / Accessories

Plus. special interviews with
Paola Antonelli / Yves Béhar / Tom Dixon
Greg Lynn /John Maeda, / Scott Wilson Y
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